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PROJECT 10073 RECORD 


Tuscon, Arizona 


Observer sighted a round, silvery, flat object. They were 

heading to the Norbheast at a very high rated of speed, 

Its flight was level. The objects were in formation. The 
| objects were in view for a few seconds. 
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INCIDENT NO. 337 
Date of Observation 9 May 1949 Date of Interview 18 May 1949 
Exact Time (local) 230 
Place of Observation Tuscon, Arizona 
Position of observer Ground 
What attracted attention to object 
Number of objects 2 objects 50 feet apart 
Apparent size 25 feet diameter, 1 foot thick 


Color of object silvery 


Shape Round flat 
Altitude Directly overhead to 60° 10,000 feet 


Direction from observer S. Westernly 
Distance from observer 10,000 feet 
Direction of flight of ebject(s) SWNE 
Time in sight 6-10 Seconds 

Speed 750-1,000 mph 

Sound and odor mone 

Trail none 

Luminosity reflected light 


Projections None 


Maneuvers level flight banked once to north with abrupt left bank 
traveled 1 mile in that direction, then abruptly banked to NE 
Manner of disappearance Faded fran viow 


Effect on Clouds 


Additional information concerning objoct 


ceiling unlimited 50 miles visibility 


Weather Conditions 


(over) 


Incident 337 


Pago 2 


Name and address of observer: u/s s 
op Tuscon, Arigona 


Occupation and hobbios: 


U/Sgte USAF 


Comments of Interrogator rolative to intelligence and character of observer(s) s 


Appears of normal intelligence and good character 


NARRATIVS SUMMARY: 

. On 9 May 2949 at approximately 1430 hours, while reclining on the front lawn 
of my rosidonce at QMS, Tucson, Arizona, I had occasion to notice two 
objects in the air overhead, these objects cano into viow fron a southwesterly direo= 
tion traveling northeast. When approximately directly overhead, the objects banked to 
tho left and wont in an approximately a northwosterly direction, continuing in this 
direction for approximately one milo, and then banking abruptly to the right and hozded 
northeast towards the Catalina mountains. They continued in this northeast directicny 
gradually fading from view until they finally disappeared fron my sighte 


The size of these objects, to my estimation, tas a yroxinately 25 feet in 

dianeter with a thickness of approximately one foot and their size in relation to a 

knom object as thoy appeared to no in the air msa approximately the size of a wash 

tube I would place their altitude at approxinatuly 10,000 fecte There was no discernible 
variation in this altitude during the timo they remainod in my sight. ‘The distance 
between these two objects which did not vary considorably was approxinately 50 fecte 

When I first caw them, they were directly overnead and appoared perfectly round. when 
they banked to the left, and then to the right I ws able tosee both siden of them 


Thore wos no apparent means of motivation, no vapor trail, exhaust and absolute» 
dy no sound. The surface appeared to be smooth and symetrical. They did not appear to 
wary in thickness toavard the center fron the outer edges The color apjeared silvery 
and thry shincy when wflecting the sun. This particular day was a very clear sunchine 
day. The objects seemed to bo traveling betwoon 750 and 1,000 miles an houre 


I have bem associated with aircraft ahe major portion of my life, having spent 
the last eight years in actual duties connected with aircraft and presently am a flight 
engineer on flying status» I have observed all conventional types of aircraft, and jet 
fighter aircraft in the sky, and this object souned to be considerably faster than I 
havo ever scen any aircratt travel. Hy hono is located in the residential section of 
Tucson in the NE portion of that city. Approxinate distance fra my hone to the Catalina 
Mountains in a northeast direction ås six milese Fron the direction I first sighted the 
objects come from, thoy would have come over a more densely populated portion of the city 
of Tucson, but not.necossarily over the business center. Upon initially sighting these 


objects in the air, I called to my wifo to come out of the hose, but sho did not gt 


Pago 2 Incident 


Name and address of observer; 


Occupation and hobbios: 


Comments of Interrogator relative to intelligence and charactor of observer(s)+ 


NARRATIVI SUMMARY: 


appearede The whole occurrance from tho tine I initially 
until I lost sight of thom was between 6 and 10 seconds. 
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) DEPARTMENT OF THs AIR FORCE 
å HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON te 


THE INSPJCTOR GENERAL USAF 
17TH DISTRICT OFFICS OF SPECIAL INVASTIGATIONS 
KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, NEW WEXICO 


DR/RMA/reb 


File No: 2-8 25 May 1949 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN (Aerial Phenomena ) 


TO: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Conmand 
Wright-Patterson Air force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: MCIAXC-3 


1. Reference is made to previous Reports of Investigation from this 
headquarters, regarding the aerial phenomena which have been sighted in 
this area. 


2. Attached for your information are two (2) copies of Report of 
Investigation, this district, dated 19 blay 1949, subject as above. 


3. This investigation is continuing and future sightings will be 
made the subject of reports, copies of vhich will be forwarded to your 
headquarters. 


1 Incl 
Rpt of Inv (dup) 


Lee 


UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


MLE Mor oa f fick 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION TN 


REPORT MADE AT 


00 i17, Kårtlend «FB 
13, 16, 17, 18 vay 1949 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


D0 #17, Kirtland aB — 


STATUS 


= PENDIR G 


UEKNOKN SUBJECT(S) 
(AERIAL PHELONON) 


CHARACTER 


REFERENCE 


SYNOPSIS 


On 9 May 1949 V/sstd 

Refueling 59, 43rd Bond wz, Davis=tonthan AFB siphted two 
objects in the cir at upproxnizate altitude of 10,900 feet. 
Objects were round and flet with dieneter approxinately 
25 feet. Chjects traveled at an excessive rute oi speed 
(750 to 1000 niles per hr.). Investigetion in and arcund 
Tucson did not result in findin;, witnesses or possible 
explanation of objects. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


DETAILS 


le. Date of sighting = 9 Lay 1949. 

že ‘ine of sighting = Approximately 1430 hours. 

3. here sighted: 

Bs Tucson, Arizona f 

(2) Approxinately 3 miles from center of town 


(3) Fron front yerd 
(4) Not a,pliczble 


4s Nuiber of objects = Two objects maintainin,; distance of ap ioxisately 3U 


feet apart ut ali tines during period of sighting. - 
5. Distance of objects irun observer 
a. Directly overhead 
b. Diù directly overhead to approximately 60 degrees 
Ce Apprexinately 10,000 feet. 
6. Time in sight - Between six and ten seconds. 
7. appearance of object 
& siivery 
be Round and flat 
C. Opaque 
d. Size 


(1) Approximately 25 feet in diameter 
(2) Siniliar to wash tub 


8. Direction cf fli;ht - originally sighted coming from 5i traveling NE 


9. Tactics or meneuvers = (:djects reintained approximately sane altitude with- 
out variance, banked once to the north with abrupt left bank, traveled a rile 
in this direction, then benied coruptly to NE. They did not appear to be 


oseiullatin cr tluttering. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


—__ 


cee 


10, Evidence of exhaust - Absolutely no exhaust discernible. 


ll. iifect on clouds = Object did not cone in contact with any clouds during 
sighting. Å 


12. Lights = Object suve off reflected light especially in the process of 
banking. 


13. Support = There was no visible support. 

14. Fropulsion = There was no visible nezns of propulsion. 
15, Control and stability =- No fins or stabilizers were apparent. 

i6, air Ducts - No ducts or slots or openings were discernible, 

17. Speed -= Object andet at å speed approximately 790 to luv miles per hour. 
18. Sound - No sound nesrd, 

19.. vannér of disappearance - Cbjects faded tro. view. 


RELATIV:, TO THE OBSURVER 


l. Nae of observer EEG en 
2. Address gps å 


3. Qeeupation = K/set, USAF 


4. ilace o1 business - 45xd Air jefuelin; oy, 43rd Dub Gp, 43rd Bob hk, 
Davis=sonthen uFBe 


de lobbies = Aircraft mechanic 


6. Ability to determine color, speéd and size of movin, ovjects at a distince - 
Observer is able to ueter. ine color and bused on his history is believed to be 
a isir judge of speed of moving objects and their size at a distance. 


7. heliability of obs. rver 
å. Sources 


(1) A neighborhood check was accomplished in the vicinity of 
obsciver's hore, but due to isclated location of his home, no neighbors were 
found who knew Futman. a tnorow å check vas made. 

(2) Lane siles of rolice veprrtment and Pira County sheriff's 
Office, Tucson, arizona revealed no record of observer. 

(3) Local FIT reveaicd no recora of }utman. 

(4) Tae roliowin. persons were conticted at Observer's parent 
orpanigebion: ajor DON LD re PFUs, ixccubive Gilicer, who st tuu thot ne 
has had eont:et with observer und hus flown with observer on neny occasions 
since observer's assia cut Lo his unit, he h-s always found observer to be 


££ I) UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 
reliable. lst a caer eran hi contact with observer since 
assi,ni.ent to his unit and hes always found him to be truthful ånd relinbile, 
Lt «in the saie unit with observer at Spokane, mashinston. 
Ar HETE into a duplex apartment next to observer. He hus 
becn assisned to the same 1li;ht crew with observer for the last three months 


and would trust hin inplicitly. He is inclined to beticve the statecents rose 
by the observer due to his knuowledve of the observer's character and verecity. 


& Notes reletive to observer on 


a Sightin.s in general - Observer hus never siputed any other objects 
siniler to the above described. : 


b, How attention was drawn to objects = Due to the fact observer wes 
laying on his back on his front lawn and was looking uirectiy overhe:d when 
he saw them pass. : 


9. Witnesses =- [here were no other witnesses to the occurrence, 


16, Jouments ~ The cbserver, upon interview, a: peared to be of „ood character, 
norual intelligence and with «a feirly rounded education. 


CENLRAL INFO: STION 
l. eather conditions - 


ae Ceiling unlimited 

be. Sky clear 

Ce Visibility 20 miles 

de Sea Level fressure = 77B-1008.5 milibars 
e. Temperature 91° F, 

f. Dew point - 17° F, 

£» bind = SSW from 10 knots or 12 miles per hour 
h, Altimeter - 990 

i. Gusts of wind to 22 knots 

de het Bulb = 56°F — 

k. Relative hw.idity - 6% 

1. Station pressure 47.190 inches 


2. hinds aloft report 
H,000!', 230 degrees, 20 knots 


20,0008, 200 ac re&s, 15 kaots 
12,0W', 220 deres, <0 «nots 


UNCLASSIFIED 


3e Local flisht schedules 
& Kilitsry - C-47 departing for phoenix et 1412 hours > 


T-lé departing for Floenix at 1447 hours 
C-47 dejerting ror Hill Field st 1453 hours 


UNCLASSIFlED 


0-47 departing tor Kelly AFB at 1503 hours 
B-25 depertin, tor rt vorth at 1443 hours 
b. Commercial =- American Airlines flicht to fhoenix & San lraneiseo 1435 hrs 
flight to Phocnix & Los Angeles 1650 hrs 
Tne 1435 flight was airborne at 1420 hours. 


C, Private = No record of any aircraft in air at or ebout 1430 hours on 
$ key 1949 in a checx with Gilpin air Service, Airzona Helicopter service and 
Tucson air Furie 
he A check with the weather bureau, Kunicipal airport 42, Tucson, arizona, 
discloses that weather baloons were released at U200 hours, UGUO NoUrs, 1400 
hours, 1800 hours on Lay 9, 1949. å checa with Base veather, Davis=konthan 
AFB disclosed thet weather baloons were also ruleased at U2LO hours, 0600 hours, 
1400 hours and 2000 hours, 9 nay 1949. å thorough check of all agencies in this 
vicinity did not disclose any other testing devices released. 

5. Object did not contact earth. 
6. Objects did not coue near aircraft or other objects, 


7. A sketch of terrain and surroundin, sight point of unidentified ovject is 
attached hereto as exhibit "4". 


8. A signod stzterent of )/ 3 gap nggpnt tcc hoa hereto as exhibit "8" 
9. No physical evidence available. 
10, No antenna or projections discernible, 
INCLOSUNESs 
FØR SACH COPY OF AIPORT 
1. &xhibit "A", Sketch of Flight of objects. 


2. Exhibit "B", Statacent of Putrane 
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on 9 kay 1949 at approximately 1430 hours, while reclining on the front 
lawn of my residence at 939 venton Blvd, Tucson, Arizona, I had occasion to 
notice two objects in the air overhead, these objects came into view from a 
southwesterly direction traveling northeast. when approximately directly over- 
head, the objects banked to the leit and went in an approxi:ately in a north- 
westerly direction, continuing in this direction for arproxinately one mile 
and then banking abruptly to the right and headed northeast towards the Catalina 
uountains. They continued in this northeast direction, gradually fading from 
iow until they finally disappeared from wy sight. 


The size of these objects, to ny estimation, was a, prorimately 25 feet in 
dianeter with a tuickness of approxiuately one foot and their size in relation 
to a known object as they appeared to ne in the air was approxinately the size 
of a wash tub. I would place their altitude at approxinately 10,UW0 feet. There 
wes no discernible variation in tiis altitude durin; the tine they rewained in 
my sicht. The distance between these two objects nich did not vary considerably 
was approximately 50 feet. „hen I first saw them, they were cairectiy overhead 
and appeared perfectly round. ihen they banked to the left and then to the right 
I was able to see both sides of them. 


There was no apparent means of motivation, no vapor trail, exhaust and 
absolutely no sound. The surface a: peared to be smooth and synetrical. They 
did not appear to vary in thickness towerd the center from the outer edge. The 
color appeared silvery «nd very shiney when reflecting tne sun. This particular 
day wes a very clear sunshine day. The objects seeued to be traveling between 
750 and 1,00 niles an hour, 4 : 


I have been associated with aircraft the major portion of iy lite, having 
Spent the lest eiyht years in actuul duties connected with eircreit and presently 
an a flight en,ineer on flyin, status, I heve observed all conventional typse of 
aircraft and jet fighter aircraft in the sky and this ovject sened to be considor- 
ably faster than I have ever seen eny aircraft travel. ly home is located in the 
residential section of Tucson in the NE portion of that city. Approximate dis- 
tance from my howe to the vatalina i.ountains in a northeast direction is six miles. 
Fran the direction I first sighted the objects come frau, they would have cone 
over a more densely populated portion of the city of Tucson, but not necessarily 
over the business center. Upon initially sighting these objects in the air, I 
called to my wife to ca.e out of the house, but she did not et ovtuntil they 
disa;peared. The whole occurrance iroa the tine I initially si nted the objects 
until I lost sight of then was between 6 end 10 seconds. 


UNCLASSIFIED 7 { f 
o 
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To my cognizance, none of the nei;hbors in the vicinity of my house 
sighted the objects. However, l have jade no inquiry of the nei hvors., I did 
tell uy nearby neighbor who were not home at the tine, about this occurance, 


I reported this to my Squadron Security Qfiicer on Tuesday, 10 vay 1949. 
I have reed various coisents and articles concerning objects of this nuture 
but never put such stoc: in the iniorisution. ` 


These objects appeared opacue in nature. I can think of ne possible 
explanation as to what these objects vere nor whit kept them in the air or’ 
how they could travel at such en excessive rate of speed. I wes fully awake 
when I saw them end can vision them perfectly. in ny mind at this tine. 


rd Air Refueling 5q A 
43rd Banb Gp, 43rd Bord iige. 
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